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Mandatory Health & Safety Briefing for Secondary Hampshire Headteachers and Leaders

Subject: Compliance and Risk Management in Design & Technology and Associated Subjects


Intro

With: Sarah Pook – HIAS Design and Technology Advisor, Registered D&T Association Health and Safety Consultant and Associate of Chartered Institute of Environmental Health


Purpose of the Briefing

This two-hour session is designed to address critical health and safety concerns within Design & Technology (D&T), Food Preparation, Textiles, and Engineering education. Recent inspections and incident reports indicate significant compliance gaps that pose serious risks to staff and pupils. Attendance is essential to ensure your school meets statutory obligations under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and associated regulations.


Why This Matters

· The education sector reported 4,845 non-fatal injuries in 2022/23, with 2,834 resulting in over seven days’ absence.
· Recent prosecutions under the Health and Safety at Work Act have resulted in fines exceeding £80,000 for schools failing to manage risks effectively.
· Headteachers are legally accountable for ensuring safe systems of work, competent staff, and compliance with BS 4163:2021+A1:2022 Code of Practice.

Failure to comply can lead to HSE enforcement action, substantial financial penalties, and reputational damage.

Briefing Content

· Legal Responsibilities under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
· Risk Management in D&T and related subjects
· Case Studies: Recent incidents and lessons learned
· Compliance Toolkit: Risk assessment templates and monitoring strategies
· Best Practice for technician and staff training

Who Should Attend

All Hampshire Headteachers. Your leadership role includes ensuring compliance and safeguarding in practical subjects. Senior leaders and governors with responsibility for health and safety are also encouraged to attend.

24 February: 14:00-16:00

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/37763904474258?p=f0UvaTUpQHz0UVUPCo
Meeting ID: 377 639 044 742 58
Passcode: Vb3Vg9Ra
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