
Living 
Difference 

IV
Introducing the

Locally Agreed Syllabus

for RE

Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Portsmouth 
and Southampton



The Agreed Syllabus Conference

Each LA must: 
• establish a permanent body called a standing advisory council on religious education 

(SACRE). LAs must appoint representatives to each of four committees, representing 

respectively: 

o Group A: Christian denominations and such other religions and religious 

denominations as, in the authority’s opinion, will appropriately reflect the 

principal religious traditions in the area 

o Group B: the Church of England 

o Group C: teacher associations 

o Group D: the LA 

• establish an occasional body called an agreed syllabus conference (ASC) to 

review the agreed syllabus for RE adopted by the LA. This may have common 

membership with the SACRE but is a separate entity and must therefore be 

separately convened 



Ofsted RE Research Review :-

• emphasises Locally Agreed Syllabus is the law 

for LA and other schools who choose it

• reiterates the legal requirement to teach RE 

across all key stages and the significance of the 

Locally Agreed Syllabus.



The Review Process

“A chance to take stock of what has been achieved through LDIII and to take further 

steps to develop a Locally Agreed Syllabus that can respond as best as possible to 

the challenges of our times”

• Autumn 2019: Teacher questionnaire

• January 2020: Teacher focus group 

• Spring 2020: Agreed Syllabus Conference(s)  (ASC)

• July 2020: Joint SACRE meeting

• July 2020-July 2021: revision process with teachers 

• July 2021: Joint SACRE meeting

• Summer 2021 finishing and completing Publisher doc.

• Autumn 2021: ASC to adopt Living Difference IV



The review process

This review has taken place within wider educational context and 

religious education context (nationally and internationally) and at a 

particular point in history (e.g. pandemic & climate crisis)

LDIV emphasises teaching and making curriculum 

LDIV better links curriculum making with the purpose statement

LDIV has sought to ensure better progression through key stages



Living Difference IV

Offers a set of principles for teaching 

and curriculum making in RE

“Living Difference IV describes an 

approach for teaching seeking to 

explain the educational value not only 

of children engaging with new 

material intellectually, but also of 

them becoming better able to discern 

what is desirable for their own lives, 

and with others, for the world”. 

(LDIV : Foreword)



Living Difference IV
The Living Difference approach to RE v.IV

• The Purpose for Religious 

Education

• Process for teaching Religious 

Education

• Set of principles for making 

curriculum for Religious Education

• End of Year Expectations (EYEs)



Foreword (extract from LDIV)

This syllabus confirms our commitment 

to an education that takes seriously the 

importance of children and young 

people exploring their own lives in 

relation to what it can mean to live a 

religious life  and other ways of life; 

including those informed by a non-

religious perspective.  



Foreword (extract from LDIV)

Living Difference IV, rather than being a precise prescription, offers a 

set of principles for teachers to make their curriculum to ensure 

religious education is open to the plurality of ways in which people live 

in our local, national and international communities. 

Living Difference IV describes an approach for teaching seeking to 

explain the educational value not only of children engaging with new 

material intellectually, but also of them becoming better able to discern 

what is desirable for their own lives, and with others, for the world. 

Living Difference IV therefore recognises the link between religious 

education and rights respecting education (RRE). 



The Purpose Statement

Living Difference IV seeks to introduce 

children and young people to what a 

religious way of looking at and existing in the 

world may offer in leading one’s life 

individually and collectively. 



The Purpose Statement

It recognises and acknowledges that the 

question as to what it means to lead one’s 

life with such an orientation can be 

answered in a number of qualitatively 

different ways. 



The Purpose Statement

These include :
– the idea that to live a religious life means to subscribe 

to certain propositional beliefs

– the idea that to live a religious life means to adhere to 

certain practices 

– the idea that to live a religious life means to exist, to 

be in and with the world, in a trustful manner or with a 

particular kind of awareness. 



The Purpose of 

Religious Education

Religious education in 

Hampshire, Isle of Wight,  

Portsmouth and 

Southampton intends to 

play an educative part in 

the lives of children and 

young people as they 

come to speak, think and 

act in the world.



Living Difference IV 

approach to teaching RE



‘Living Difference’ approach to 

teaching

A way of teaching across a 

sequence of lessons

At Communicate and Apply 

teachers bring children to attend to 

their own and others’ experience 

At Inquire and Contextualise 

children engage intellectually

At Evaluate children discern value 

for their own and others existence 

in the world. 



What would you expect to see:

Curriculum making  with Living Difference IV

A course of study: over a key stage

A unit of study: consists of a sequence of cycles of enquiry

Each cycle of enquiry is into a word/concept :

Sequences of enquiries into words/concepts such as 

love, special/sacred, community, Sangha, Umma, The 

Church, belonging or Justice progressively link over time

‘ … introduce children and young people to what a 

religious way of life might look like.’ 



Living Difference IV : 

3 groups of Concepts/words

A: concepts/words shared within as well as outside of religions and religious traditions.

For example, thanking, new life, welcoming, remembering, special, celebration, freedom, rights, compassion, justice 

Golden thread concepts: belonging, community, love and special.

Living Difference IV identifies four A group concepts/words that will thread through the 
curriculum to enable continuity across key stages 

B: concepts/words that are shared across religions and religious traditions.                       For 

example, God, worship, prayer, sacred 

C: concepts/words distinctive to particular religions and religious traditions. It is important to 

note that these words are often in the language of the communities where the traditions originated. Although these words have specific 
and nuanced meanings, which are also frequently interpreted within the traditions, they can often be translatable into English and relate 
to A concepts: For example, Sangha (community), agape (selfless love), Umma (community), Sewa (selfless service),Torah (instruction) 
(examples).



Living Difference IV : making 

curriculum

Living Difference IV uses three broad, and at times 
overlapping, groups of concepts/words which assist with 
the making and organising of a spiral curriculum.

The material encountered and studied by the children 
and young people, through the teaching activities, are 
well sequenced, connected and revisited over time. 

Some A group of concepts are used as golden thread 
concepts flowing through the curriculum in all key stages 

Assisting  deepening and broadening children’s experience 
of religious education over time.





Living Difference IV: Distinctive features

• Cover: waves – represent spiral approach to progression

• Takes new legislation into account  : e.g. EYFS

• Better coherence and progression between KS1/2 - KS3:

• Golden thread concepts/words

• Progression – End of Year Expectations (EYEs) link to purpose 

statement.

• Articulated position in relation to ‘Religion and worldviews’ 

debate

• Religion-specific material discussed/checked with scholars

• Option for 20% pondering time : where children and young 

people explore own interests



Living Difference IV 
:an approach to teaching and making curriculum in RE

What do we expect to see in school ?
• LDIV should now be on the school website

(SACRE developing guidance for school websites for 2022)

• Long term unit of study for each KS with key words/concepts for 

each element

• Developments to LDIV taking place through spring 2022 and 

opportunities for training available

• Teaching across school consistently using the LDIV approach

• Knowledge coherent across a Key Stage

• Increasing use of the common planning tool

• Progression using the EYEs 



Resourcing Primary RE
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